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SEEKING GOD, FINDING CHURCHES
The faculty and staff prepared for the school year with a combination of 
meetings, devotions, fellowship, food, and a team-building trip that involved 
visiting the Association churches. Thank you to the pastors and church 
personnel who helped! 

Let your light shine! The school 
year theme from Matthew 5:16 
reflects our daily efforts to 
share the Word of God with 
our students. As the 
executive director of Racine Lutheran High School, 
I am expected to be the beacon of hope for 
our students as they navigate the teen years. 
I give thanks to God for this opportunity.

My daily duties include walking beside like-minded, 
Christian men and women who have answered the 
call to serve, those who seek to be role models 
for our youth, and those who exude the mighty 
light of Jesus.

This year’s group of talented workers is 
affectionately known as “Team 79,” because this is 
our 79th year of educating teens. We begin each 
day in group prayer and devotion, committed to 
positively impacting our students and preparing 
them for a life of service to God and man.

God’s blessings continue to radiate over RLHS. 
It is only through the dedication of so many 
people – including you – that we will soon embark 
on our 80th year of educating Racine’s children. 
The foundation is firm, and the future is bright. The 
building expansion project is on schedule to be 
completed in the spring. The improvements and 
added space will allow us to serve more families 
and share the Word with more students.

I need you to walk with me. Join Team 79! Walk with 
me in prayer, or stop by to walk through the school. 
In a world full of darkness, be a beacon of hope 
to the children in our community. Your support 
is needed and appreciated. The light of Jesus is 
shining through you!

GREETINGS! BLESSINGS ON OUR TEAM
At the start of the year, we recognized and welcomed the men and 
women who are serving in new capacities at RLHS. Newly commissioned 
teachers are Sarah Ragland, Graham Friske, and Kelsey Koepke. Installed to 
their new positions are Jason Block, Jaelle Charpentier, and Tyler Zander. 
Inducted to serve are Donna Hammond, Michael Martin, Darcy Mohr, 
Jennifer Ryddner, Steve Shaffer, Mallory Simonis, and Brian Smith.

Joining Mr. Burgess on the leadership team are Mr. Block as principal, 
Mr. Smith as dean of students, and Mr. Shaffer as athletic director.

The ongoing improvements to the staff, course offerings, and facilities will 
allow the school to serve more students, since demand for a Christ- 
centered education resulted in waiting lists over the past several years.

Jason Block 
Principal

Brian Smith 
Dean of Students

Steve Shaffer 
Athletic Director

David Burgess 
Executive Director
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FINISHING STRONG
Racine Lutheran High School is growing, and our 
impressive addition is capturing the community’s attention! 
The transformational building project is well underway, and 
the progress to date is encouraging! Thank you to all who have 
already generously contributed to this project!

As the building campaign heads into the home stretch, our 
combined efforts become more important than ever to ensure 
successful completion. You can support the campaign and make 
this long-term dream a reality.

Finishing Strong – What will it take? A successful finish will require 
you, and many others who love and care for the enduring mission 
of RLHS, to step forward to make the school the best it can be for 
generations to come. We are seeking thoughtful conversations with 
individuals and families who will contribute and help us Finish Strong. 

Will you pray with us about how your generosity could propel RLHS 
to greater service to the community? Will you think about the future 
students who will be impacted by our mission of faith, learning, 
character, and leadership? Will you do your part? We cannot Finish 
Strong without you. It’s not too late to be part of this successful 
endeavor and to leave a legacy for the next 80 years!

Contact Dave Burgess or Krista Long to discuss your role in 
putting the finishing touches on our project. Join Team 79, 
and let your light shine for future Crusaders who need a 
Christ-centered education!

Naming opportunities are an ideal way for alumni, 
parents, and friends of RLHS to leave lasting legacies, 
preserve a family’s name, honor a loved one, or show their 
commitment to excellence in Christian education. Naming 
opportunities enable RLHS to recognize those donors 
who have made impactful gifts to the campaign. The most 
visible donations can also be the most fun donations! 
What item or area would you like to name?

Here is a sample of the remaining naming opportunities: 
• Academic Support Center/Resource Room $50,000 
• Classroom Furnishings  $20,000 each (6 rooms) 
• Theatre/Stage Renovation $30,000 
• Fitness Center/Weight Room $50,000 
• Gym Floor $100,000 
• Gym Bleachers $60,000 
• Gym Equipment (basketball/volleyball) $40,000 
• Gym Sound System $30,000 
• Locker Rooms – Boys or Girls $25,000 each

Contact Dave or Krista at 262.637.6358 to learn about these 
and other needs at varying investment levels.

• Give a gift today! Give easily and securely online  
 or by using the enclosed remittance envelope. 
• Donate monthly 
• Sponsor a student or event 
• Honor someone special through our 
 brick program 

CONTRIBUTE AND CONNECT

VISIT RACINELUTHERAN.ORG AND CLICK ON THE SUPPORT US TAB FOR MORE INFORMATION.

• Utilize corporate matching gifts or 
 payroll deduction 
• Make a memorial donation 
• Include us in your planned giving 
• Direct your Thrivent Choice dollars to RLHS 
• Volunteer at school events and our Thrift Shops

NAMING
OPPORTUNITIES

RLHS students interested in the trades were given an exclusive 
tour of the expansion.

CAPITAL CAM
PAIGN



NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
RLHS students, teachers, pastors, and alumni attended the national LCMS Youth 
Gathering in Houston. Thousands of youths and adults came together as a 
community of God’s people to be encouraged in their walk with Jesus Christ 
and learn about the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity.

GLOBAL VIEW
The RLHS Humanities class was sponsored by SC Johnson to tour the 
company’s worldwide headquarters. The tour included a reconstructed 
research lab, the Great Workroom, and the Frank Lloyd Wright Museum.

COLLEGE AND CAREERS
Our current Crusaders have endless opportunities 
for their futures. Students regularly meet with 
college representatives and military recruiters, 
hear from career and industry partners, and attend 
community events to learn about the paths to 
success. Students are saving time and money 
by enrolling in our Advanced Placement classes, 
dual-credit courses, and job training programs.

SURROUNDED BY NATURE
Our campus sits on the bank of the Root River with adjacent parkland. A Physical 
Education class recently took a brisk walk to the fish weir in Lincoln Park. Besides getting 
exercise, they observed the salmon moving through the facility, eggs and milt being 
removed for future fish hatchlings, and fish returning to the river.
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NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMENDED STUDENT 
Senior Grace Hansen was named a Commended Student 
in the 2023 National Merit Scholarship Program. She was 
recognized by Mr. Block at an all-school Chapel. 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP RETREAT  
Members of the Class of 2023 gathered at Edwards YMCA Camp 
and Retreat Center in East Troy for the Senior Leadership Retreat. 
The activities involved creative, mental, and physical challenges, 
plus small group discussions and worship time. The experience 
helped students identify, develop, and practice their unique 
leadership skills, as well as create lifelong memories from their 
senior year.  

CROSS-CURRICULAR CREATIONS
Science meets sculpture! Chemistry students smelted 
aluminum in furnaces of their own design. The students 
teamed up to research, design, and build effective 
scrap melters, while embracing important aspects of 
metallurgy. Meanwhile, Sculpture students created 
foundry sand using regular sand and ground down clay. 
They sculpted and pressed small objects into the sand 
as they learned about making a sand mold. Finally, 
the hot metal was poured into the sand to create 
shiny keepsakes. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CLASS OF 2022 
God’s blessings on the RLHS 
Class of 2022, our newest 
alumni. John Hansen and 
Kierra Mohalley earned 
the top two academic 
spots in the class. John, the 
valedictorian, was a National 
Merit Scholarship finalist, and 
he attends the University of 
Wisconsin Madison. Kierra, 
the salutatorian, is continuing 
her education at Concordia 
University Chicago.

STUDENT LIFE



NFHS NETWORK
Racine Lutheran High School is on the NFHS Network! All home volleyball and basketball games will now 
be livestreamed for anyone to view. Many of our away games are webcast on this platform as well. If you 
can’t make it to the game, or if you no longer reside in Racine, go to https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/ and 
search for Racine Lutheran High School. A subscription is required. 

GO CRUSADERS!
The Crusaders participate in an 
array of athletic opportunities 
throughout the year. Well-
rounded student-athletes 
compete in multiple sports, in 
addition to joining clubs and 
focusing on their schoolwork.

Congratulations to the 
Crusaders softball players 
on their victory as 
regional champions!
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HOMECOMING 2022
“A Night in Paris Under the Stars” 
Homecoming Week included 
class competitions, food trucks, a 
pep rally, sporting events, powder 
puff, coronation, and a dance. 
Thank you to everyone who 
made it the best Homecoming 
Week ever!

ALUMNI HOMECOMING 
More than 40 RLHS alumni came to cheer 
on our Crusaders at the Homecoming game 
on Sept. 23. This annual event features a free 
evening of fun for all our graduates! This year, 
our alumni enjoyed complimentary admission, 
50-yard-line VIP seating, and a free gift. If 
your graduation year ends in a 3 or an 8, why 
not plan your reunion around Homecoming 
weekend next year?

HOMECOMING COURT
Congratulations to the 2022 Homecoming Court and Class Representatives! 
Homecoming Court members are L-R: Josh Radtke, Kendyll Holub, 
Logan Schoff, Lindsey Thoennes, Queen Ellie Jaramillo, King Eric Ibarra, 
Madison Guziewicz, Steel Falaschi, Bella Wolf, and Caleb Jozwiak. Class 
representatives are L-R: sophomores Vinny Marani and Avery Westcomb, juniors 
Salma Ibarra and Nick Blount, freshmen Evie Gamroth and Brayden Yocco.
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Alex Riegelman ’09, wife, 
Abbie, and big brother, Jack, 
welcomed baby brother, 
Otto Thomas, on April 25.

Nikki Roeder Clegg ’10 
and husband, Justice, 
welcomed daughter, 
Cali Rae, on April 28.

Steven Riegelman ’08, wife, 
Kaiti, and big brother, Jaime, 
welcomed baby brother, 
Henry August, on June 22.

Kaitlin Forgarty Hardin ’07, 
husband, John, and big 
brother, Oscar, welcomed baby 
sister, Esme Virginia, on June 3.

Tim Demuth ’09, and wife, 
Tierney, welcomed son, 
Graham Michael, on July 7.

Jeff Nelson ’06 and wife, 
Katie Heaney Nelson ’06, 
welcomed daughter, 
Maeve James, on Sept. 19.

Anna Sweeti ’11 married 
Jeff Hettermann on Nov. 6 
at the Veteran’s Terrace in 
Burlington.

Matthew Tingwald ’12 
married Andrea Weise 
on April 30 at the Grand 
Palladium in Jamaica.

Jordan Schulz ’11 married 
Sondra Rosenberg ’11 on 
Sept. 3 at the Racine 
Country Club. 

Kayla Gauthier ’13 married 
Mike Hart on Sept. 10 at the 
Dandy event venue 
in Milwaukee.

Ryan Ganther ’10 married 
Alyssa Wilkinson ’13 on June 
18 at Zion Lutheran Church 
in Menomonee Falls.

Kristen Jennings ’08 married 
Ryan Steinhorst on Aug. 20 
in DePere.

Dan Roeder ’13 married 
Sammi Grasso on Aug. 20 
at Bella Vita in Burlington.

Kelli Ryddner ‘12 married 
Andrew Evenson on June 11 
at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Madison, WI
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ALUMNI SOCCER
On August 19, Franksville Park welcomed back 13 alumni who graduated 
between 1987 and 2022 for the annual RLHS Alumni Soccer Game. After 
ending the game in a 0-0 tie, the RLHS current soccer team won in penalty 
kicks 4-1. Thank you to all the students, players, parents, and fans that came 
out and supported this fun event!

Pictured alumni L-R: (back) Trent Tenner ’18, Austin Ortiz ’19, Thomas Asher 
’19, John Hansen ’22, Jordan Schulz ’11, Kyle Schulz ’17, Simon Theuer ’17, 
Diego Bravo ’17; (front) Bodie Reinders ’17, Nehemiah Falaschi ’22, Steve 
Theuer ’89, Sam Theuer ’16; (not pictured) Tom Hasko ’87.

If you are interested in getting an alumni game together for your sport or 
convening a reunion for one of your favorite clubs/activities, please reach 
out to klong@RacineLutheran.org.

GOLF OUTING
We are grateful for the RLHS supporters who 
participated in the 34th annual Golf Outing at 
Meadowbrook Country Club. More than 145 
participants enjoyed the camaraderie, friendly 
competition, beautiful golf course, and delicious food. 
Since its inception, this event has raised more than 
$475,000, with 100 percent of the proceeds directly 
benefiting the RLHS Athletic Department. Mark 
your calendars for next year’s outing on August 7.

Pictured L-R from the Class of 1968: Duane Cziok, 
Sandy Heffel Johnson, Roy Hagen, Julie Roberts 
Hagen, Ken Dallmann

OBITUARIES
We pay tribute to the following alumni who have recently passed away.

As alumni, you are still part of our large, extended family. Please share your 
latest news, engagements, marriages, births, and other updates with us at 
klong@RacineLutheran.org. We will happily include it on our social media 
pages and/or in the next edition of the Crusader Connection.

SHARE YOUR LIFE’S MILESTONES

We want to be sure our alumni contact information and communication preferences are 
correct, so you receive the latest school news, invitations to events and more. To notify 
us of any changes, please go to our website and click on the ALUMNI tab. Select UPDATE 
CONTACT INFO on the drop-down menu. We take precautions to protect your identity 
and do not share private information with any outside parties.

STAY CONNECTED

Class of:  
1951 – Lois Long Chadek 
1953 – Loretta Smith Lindeman 
1954 – Clarence Kuiper 
1954 – Janet Berg Burke 
1956 – Robert Lovdahl 
1956 – Arline Zamecnik Hanek

1957 – James Peterchak 
1959 – Virginia Adams Napolitano 
1964 – John Harry Kreger 
1968 – Paul Nass 
1969 – Robert Ratzburg 
1970 – Robert Robison 
1971 – Carla Puig Abramczyk

1975 – Lana Trick Dresen 
1979 – Kevin Wanggaard 
1982 – Jeffrey Ziemelis 
*Correction: We apologize for 
the following typo in our 2022 Spring 
Crusader Connection Obituary - Class of 
1990 - Chad Bongiovanni
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The Class of 1957 gathered at the Racine 
Yacht Club on Sept. 16 to celebrate their 
65th reunion. Pictured L-R: (back row 
standing) Ralph Bertermann, 
Diane Pishny McCue, Ellyn Siehr Levell, 
Al Hollmann, Bruce Eckert, Harry Kitzmann, 
Ron Mau, Geraldine Fiedler Ulcek, 
Don Gifford, Bob Christiansen (middle row 
seated) Carol Kralovetz Grundy, 
Joan Malone Scully, Mary Ann 
Mitzenhelm Kuhl, Arlene Suban Cacciotti, 
Mona Rubach Trecek, Janet Brown Exner, 
Connie Brodsko Lonergan (front row) 
Dorothy Jehn Fowles, Jim Roepke

SIBLING SADERS 
Over the summer, Ron Krebs ’56 and his wife, Lisa, 
were in Wisconsin visiting his sister, Donna Krebs 
Vosberg ’58 and her husband, Marlan. The group 
took a field trip to RLHS where they enjoyed a tour 
of the school and spent some time catching up 
with Executive Director Dave Burgess. Pictured L-R: 
Marlan, Donna, Lisa, Ron, and Dave.

The Class of 1956 continues to meet annually in October. 
This year’s 66th reunion was on Oct. 1 at Joey’s Yardarm 
in Racine. Pictured L-R back: Don Wiese, Neil Schmidt; 
front: Sandy Eckert Sorensen, Diane Thomsen Yust, 
Gail Sorenson Gotch, Betty Zimmerman Baumann.

CLASS OF 1956

CLASS OF 1957

The Class of 1962’s 60th reunion began with a tour of RLHS on 
Sept. 10, followed by lunch at the Reefpoint Brewhouse. Pictured L-R: 
(back row) Jim Bjerregaard, Bruce Buschke, Don Terpstra, Paul Ruppel, 
Lloyd Kilman, Judy Klapproth Mathiesen, Lynne Christiansen Schroeder, 
Curt Lingsweiler; (third row) Lou Ann Weidner Welke, Sylvia Kums Krause, 
Dave Krause, Jan Kalb Wolfgram, Joan Ferch Meier, Judy Rotter Pelt; 
(second row) Tom Kugler, Bob Musiel, Paula Lehmann Gutmanis, 
Dawn Irwin O’Connor, Bob Schmidt, Karen Sorensen Wiegand, 
Gayl Gutknecht Christensen, Pat Anderson Hellenberg, Erhard Reiman; 
(front row) Ruth Ann Litzkow Schmidt, Marge Winterle Merrill, Karen Broski 
Schitkovitz, Jean Rhode Mortensen, Ellen Musiel Hedges, Penny Haigh Lau.

CLASS OF 1962
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Friends from the Class of 1986 recently 
spent a fun weekend together in Door 
County. Pictured L-R: (back row) Julie 
Mortensen Heinert, Laura Olson Kidd; 
(middle row) Lora Anderson Halberstadt, 
Kristen Kim, Angela Eastman Tingwald, 
Donna Gibson Lacoursiere; (front row) 
Carrie Tigges Schmidt, Katie Hynek 
Richio-Fox.

The Class of 1972’s 50th reunion weekend began with a “Meet & Greet” at Buckets 
Pub on Sept. 16, followed by a tour of RLHS the morning of Sept. 17. They ended 
their celebration at the Racine Yacht Club that evening. Pictured L-R: (top row) Randy 
Beaudin, Dan Ross, Jim Kanetzke, Dan Riegelman, Jim Klabunde, Rod Adel, Gary 
Eickhorst, Peter Zimmerman, Dale Weber, Timothy Putra, Jeff Christensen, Randy Briggs, 
Geoffrey Blaesing; (middle row) Linda Groth, Angeline Adensam Reitmeier, Jon Mielke, 
Rita Lee Wessinger, Cindy Borkhus Riegelman, Barbara Barr Zuhlke, Sandra Weber, Sheryl 
Hahn Bertermann, Ralph Christofferson, Gary Prochaska; (front row) Susan Hansen 
Maxwell, Paula Ohl Rossi, Linda Garbo Fox, Craig Borgardt, Terry Jastrow; (not pictured) 
Bill Jorgensen, Kathy Merrill.

The Racine Lutheran High School Hall 
of Fame recognizes former students, 
athletes, and faculty members who 
have shown a commitment to the 
school’s mission and have made 
outstanding contributions with their 
God-given gifts. Congratulations to the 
Hall of Fame Class of 2023 inductees:

• Julie Meissner Porter ’67 
• Marty Hartwig ’75 
• Eric Oertel ’10

Please join us for the 2023 Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony on Fri., Jan. 20. 
6:00 p.m. – Pre-game Reception in Commons 
6:30 p.m. – Induction Ceremony in Gym 
7:15 p.m. – Boys’  Varsity Basketball Game Tipoff

RLHS is currently seeking nominations for the 2024 
Hall of Fame.  To nominate one of our deserving alumni, 
please visit the About Us section at RacineLutheran.org 
and use the nomination form provided. Contact Jason 
Block at jblock@RacineLutheran.org with any questions.

CLASS OF 1986CLASS OF 1972

After postponing its 40th class reunion due to 
the pandemic, the Class of 1980 was finally able 
come together and celebrate at Dewey’s Restaurant 
& Sports Bar on Sept. 3. Pictured L-R: (back row) 
Ken Dahlin, Bradley Trick, Scott Johnson, 
Brian Smith, Jim Boerger, Art Preuss, Kurt Kinard, 
Diane Jakoby Andersen, Curt Naegeli; (middle row) 
Jane Brodsko, Don Hougard, Denise Margosian 
Preuss, Carolyn Schaefer Placko, Joanne Roberts 
Leskowicz; (front row) Cindy Walters Foth, 
Paul Clarke, Paul Schaefer.

CLASS OF 1980
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MISSION
Racine Lutheran High School’s mission is to guide our youth in faith, 
learning, character, and leadership by nurturing their relationship with 
Jesus Christ and educating them for a life of service to God and man.

VALUES
Faith, Learning, Character, Leadership.

SCHOOL YEAR THEME
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
- Matthew 5:16

251 Luedtke Avenue  |  Racine, WI 53405
262.637.6538 – phone  |  262.637.6601 – fax  |  RacineLutheran.org

PARENTS
If your son or daughter is no longer living at this 
address, please email his or her current address to 
klong@RacineLutheran.org.

Racine Lutheran High School is hosting its 25th annual Grand Gala on Sat., Feb. 11, at 
Racine’s Roma Lodge. You are cordially invited to Let Your Light Shine as we celebrate 
the amazing things happening at RLHS. The future looks bright! This vital fundraiser 
is a wonderful evening during which alumni, parents, friends, and community 
leaders come together to lift up, showcase, and support our students. Guests are 
welcomed with complimentary beverages as they enjoy the silent auction, followed 
by a delightful dinner and voice auction. The remainder of the evening is spent 
dancing to the live music of Chicago’s High Society Orchestra.

If you are interested in donating to the silent or voice auctions, or you would like to 
learn about our sponsorship levels, please contact klong@RacineLutheran.org. Your 
donation, as well as all proceeds generated from this event, will have an immediate 
and positive impact on the education of our students, and our community.

GRAND GALA

SOCIAL MEDIA – FUN FACT!
Everyone knows that social media is a fantastic 
way to stay connected. At RLHS, we embrace 
an audience of all ages and find joy in bringing 
generations together in one place. Here’s a 
snapshot of who follows our Racine Lutheran 
High School Facebook page based on age!

18-24 ....... 7.3% 
25-34 ....... 23.10% 
35-44 ....... 23.6% 
45-54 ....... 20.8% 
55-64 ....... 14.9% 
65+........... 10.3%

Matthew 5:16


